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Faculty Retirement
Regent so Professor

Dr. Yeofully retired from the Psych. Dept. this summer. He
received his Ph.D. in Clinical Neuropsychology from the Univ
of Texas Austin. He completed pedoc fellowships at the
Aphasia Research Center at the Boston VA, and at Brandeis
Univ. Ron started at UNM as an Assistant Professor in 1984.
He received the i mpressive

Dr. Yeo retired with more than 150 publicatibhgflex of
41),including many in prestigious journals suéhcésgical
Psychiatry, Neuropsychology, and Human BrRim Mappsng r
search interests were brain asymmetry, the diagnosis and tre
ment of brain injury, and the genetic origins of schizophre-
nia. Throughout his career, he collaborated with colleagues a
the Mind Research Network and the School of Medicine. In
20llhevon t he Wal ker Award fro
cine for outstanding neuroscience resefaoclihe last five years, Dr. Yeo helped direct a large
grant in the Medical School designed to train the next generation of brain researchers.

Dr. Yeo was an excellent teacher as welloHe¢he Teacher of the Year, Presidential Lecturer
and Outstanding Instructor awai@en got tremendous satisfaction from working with stu-
dents on their research. His proudest achievement was mentoring 43 doctoral dissertation
generation of UNM clinical graduate students learned about neuropsychological assessme
from Ro n 8lesalsataught aueuadergraduate Senior Honors course for many years
which he enjoyed helping gifted students develop their
theses and move on to exciting careers.

Dr. Yeo did more than his share of department se
including beinthe Director of Clinical Training (20\
2004) and Department Chair (22088).

To celebrate retirement, Ron and his wife Kathy
bought a cabin in Taos. They are looking forward
lots of skiing, hiking, fishing, and golf. And of cou
they love it when their children, Pete and Heathe
them on these adventures.



Faculty Promotion

Jim Ccavanagh

Dr. Cavanaghreceived tenure and was promoted t
Associate Professor this summer. He graduated fr
the University of Arizona (2010), and did postgrad
work at the University of Amsterdam and Brown U
versity until 2013. Dr. Cavanagh now directs the (
tive Rhythms and Computation Lab in our depart
His work aims to define the mechanistic neural prg
es that underlie our ability to learn and make decis
Basic theoretical neuroscience questions are first i
dressed with a mixture of empirical studies and co
tational modeling. Novel findings are then leverage
address applied clinical questions, such as refiningd
diagnoses and predicting trajectories of psychiatric and neurological disorders. Jim recentl
ceived the Early Career Award from the Society for Psychophysiological Research, as wel
NIMH Biobehavioral Research Award for Innovative New Scientists (BRAINS) RO1. Whel
not hard at work, Dr. Cavanagh enjoys spending time outside with his wife (Kate), his two

young children (Lydia, Connor), and their St. Bernard (Alibi).

News Briefs

8 Assistant Professbravood Tofighi successfully navigated his
mid-probationary review this year. Congratulations!!

Grice Foundation Research Enhancement Award recipients were
Drs. Jim Cavanagh and Jeremy Hogeveehhese awards support the generation of filot
data for grant applications, or encourage research collaborations.

Jr. Quael. Speakedoshua CarlsonPh.D., Associate Professor and Director of the Cpgni
tive x Affective Behavior & Integrative Neuroscience Lab at Northern Michigan Uni bers
Title of his talkdCognitive and Neural Factors Associated with Attentional Bias and |ts
Modi ficationo.




Spotlight on:  Kamilla Venner

= ' Dr. Venner (Ahtna Athabascan) started with depart-

ment as a graduate student; currently she is an Assistant

' Professor. She has dedicated her career to improving the

substanceelated health inequities among American Indi-

+ an/Alaskan Native (AI/AN) communities, such as by ex-

M amining the psychometric properties of cultural identity

4 measures, spirituality, and the diagnostic criteria for alco-

9 hol use disorder (AUD). Additionally, Dr. Venner has en-

'& deavored to highlight the more positive outcomes to coun

‘M ter the prevalent and erroneous stereotypes. Her first ma:

, Jor grant sought to understand the motivations and efforts
"undertaken by AI/AN people who had resolved AUD.

Over the last 10 years, Kamilla has partnered with a traditional tribal community to cultural
adapt and implement evidetbesed treatments. Currently, her grants aim to address the opi
epidemic by culturally centering medication treatment for opioid use disorder (OUD) in par
ship with tribes across the nation. She spearheaded the formation of a predominantly Al/A
collaborative advisory board and held the first mee = __
at the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center (photo below,

This year will be devoted to developing the interve®®
materials; ultimately the intervention will be tested
four sites across the nation. Kamilla is a multiple p
pal investigator on another grant that will focus on¥ =
OUD treatment in N.M. with AI/AN community par
ners. She is grateful to have a team of graduate st
a post doctoral fellow, and staff to help her adminiStet
these grants and ameliorate the health inequities for AI/AN communities.

- Kamilla enjoys traveling with
) her family, and the uncondi-
tional love from her two dogs.
She is adding a new hobby,
beading (with some help from
‘& Youtube!). And though there
Fl are limited opportunitiei$,

== there is a dance floor, that's
where you will find Kamilla.

= AR T e -



Spotlight on:  Vince Clark

Dr. Clark received his Ph.D. in Neuroscience from the
University of California at San Diego. He completed a
year postdoctoral fellowship at the National Institutes
Health, and then joined the faculty at the University o
necticut. He was recruited to UNM in 2002 to help bui
and organize the Mind Research Network (MRN) on

UNM's campus. While Director of Neuroscience, and
as Scientific Director, he helped to organize and man
MRN®&s r es e ar chnClarkvas @monbtedu
Full Professor in 2013.

Vince is the founding Director of the Psychology Clini
Neuroscience Center, a 10,000 s.f. faC|I|ty that supports a Iarge array of faculty, staff and t
eesHe uses neuroimaging and noninvasive brain stimulation (e.g., electrical, magnetic, ini
light & ultrasonic methods) to examine the mechanisms of attention, perception and memc
healthy people. He then determines how these processes are altered in patients with brair
mental illness. Vince has over 100 publications and has helped to attract nearly $100 milli
research funding to New Mexitksing neuromodulation and neuroimaging, his laboratory ha
developed a variety of new techniques and capa-
bilities. These include using fMRI to predict re
lapse in recovering drug users, and using sm
electrical currents (tDCS & tACS) applied to t
scalp during training to enhance learning, ant
plied during sleep to increase memory conso
tion and sl eep qual.

to apply these methods to treat addiction and
er forms of brain and mental illness, and to e
hance learning. <

Vinceds research has been r eporABENighbine, a

NPR, BBCNature, Science, Scientific American, The New Yorker, The New York Times, a
mistHe is Founder and Chair of the Brain Stimulation and Imaging Meeting, which has be
held yearly around the world since 2015.

Vince and his wife Sheri (soon to be married for 25 years) have raised two boys together,
rick and Ryan, who have left for college to study biology and engineering. Vince enjoys tre
photography, bicycling, skiing and scuba diving. But he especially appreciates the friends,
art, scenery, stargazing and spectacular sunsets found only here in New Mexico.
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UNMOs O0Gr and

One of the large initiatives startedJoff M6 s Pr e s i

Grand Challenges address problems that, when solved, ha
ni ficant positive I mpact 01
mitted interdisciplinary proposals, and 3 were selected: Susfai

Regent sd Professor of
andAssistant Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences Brandi F{fdwer right)

The SUDs Grand Challenge recently funded 9 projects that are targeting substance u$
via basic, applied, and implementation research. The projects will cover a range of su
(cocaine, alcohol, cannabis, opioids) across many populations and systems of care. A
include crosdepartmental and/or cresampus collaborations, including the Center on A
holism, Substance Abuse, and Addictions; Campus Office of Substance Abuse Preveiftion
Women's Resource Center; Institute for Social Research; and Mind Research Networ. De

ments include Anthropology, Chemistry and Chemical Biology, Family and Community Me
cine, Internal Medicine, Neurosciences, Pathology and Ra¢™ *

Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, and Psychology. Amc

investigators funded via the pilot projects there are 4 new ¢

campus collaborationAn additional collaboration that grew

of the SUDs Grand Challenge has resulted in an National |

tutes of Health grant with a proposed budget of $4,748,85&

currently pending funding.

We owemuch gratitude to Katie and Brandi for their
tremendous work on this huge, ongoing project.




Distinguished Professor
Emeritus Henry Ellis

19272019

ment, died peacefully surrounded by family on July 4,
Henry had studied cognitive psychology, including mqg
cognition and emotions, false memory, eyewitness id¢
cation, and psychology and the law. He had over 120
cations, including 10 books. He started at UNM as an
tant Professor (1957) and he retired in 1994. He was
Psychology Department Chair from 19984. Dr. Ellis
was known for starting t
(1959) and the departmentds clinical tra
search emphasis to the clinical program, and he strengthened the experimental program k
ing cognitive faculty. His own last PhD student is on the faculty of Yale.

Dr. Ellis received his undergraduate degree from William and Mary and his Ph.D. from Wa
ington Universitst. Louis. His research was supported for many years by NSF, NIMH, and
Sandia Labs. He was an elected fellow of APA, APS, the Amer. Assoc. for the Advanceme
Science, and the British Psychological Society. He was elected to the COSMOS Club of W
ington, DC. He was a member of the Psychonomic Society, the AmericaawSatiety,

and the International Society for Stress & Anxiety Research. He was the fowdlitiolgodo
Cognition and Emoti@mry had been the President of the Experimental Psychology Div. of

APA and a member of APAOs board. He al so
Assoc. and the Southwestern Psych. Assoc., and as Chair of the Council of Graduate Deg
Psychol ogy. Henry recei Vvi

% guished Contributions to Education and Training. The
LY | annual RMPA ElliBattig Symposium was created in
his honor.

“+" Henry and his wife Florenlowetb travel;
~_ their adventures took them to 80 counti’
.| But he particularly enjoyed spending tir ,
with his family: 3 children (John, Joan, ¢ gt
Diane), 7 grandchildren, and 1 great 5
grandchild.

o




The Holiday Recognition of Excellence Dinr

was held at the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
December 2018

A great celebration

once again!

(Photos clockwise from top left):
Jane Ellen Smith; Davood, Stepha
& Ashkon Tofighi; Denny & Barbaraj
McCrady; Eric & Kathy Jackson; J&ams
my & Caroline Hogeveen; Marco DEE
Giudice, Romina Angeleri & baby A .
ice; Alexis Burks & Meredith Black
well; Jennifer Serrano, Shyanne
Martinez, & Adrianna Suazo.




More good ti mes ¢&
(Clockwise from top left): Kamilla Venner, Calista & Alfredo
Aragon; Eric RuthrufiGeorge Mascarenas & Trish Arago
Mascarenas; Karly Edwards, RebeccaRieitger, & Adam
Wilson; Jerry Simmons & Nicole Kubinec; (front row) Kelsey
Serier & Tori Votaw (back row) Kathryn Fokas, Darin Brqwn,
Karly Edwards, Elena Stein, Carlos Olguin, & Ryan Harvey;
Geoffrey Miller & Claudia Tesche; Angela Maestas & Caflos
Olguin.




DOCTORAL DEGREES AWARDED
Academic Year 2018019

Student Name

Title of Dissertation

Faculty Advisor

Darin Brown

OAn ERP | nvestig
Signals for Differing Classes of
Reinforcing Stir

) Barhes Gavanagh R

nul i O

rewar

Melissa Eaton

oMat ernal Sexua
Lactation: The Influence of

Relationship Quality and Breast-
feedi ng Recencyd

Staven Gahgestadn g

]

Jacqueline
Janowich

OEl ectrophysi ol {
for Preparing Cd

) [ames @avanddk ¢ h
bntrol [ n T

ani s
'/ me O

Christopher
MecLouth

OAnal ysi s of Col
Heterogeneity of Regression and
Random Covari at 4

Harold Bataoeg  w i
3]
0]

t h

Natalia Moss

oBi Il i ngual i sm al
Functioning in Children Born Very
Low Birth Weight and Normal
Bi rth Weighto

) ShralEbrieksom t 1V
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DOCTORAL DEGREES AWARDED
Academic Year 2018019

Student Name Title of Dissertation Faculty Aavisor

Melissa Pielech |0 Pr escr i pti on o KedpVowesds tlo Y
20052016 An Examination of

Trends, Patient Characteristics,
and Outcomes thnNnough 12 Month

Charles (Sam) oNewural and Beh aRkaliedMitiaewitz
Robinson Associations of Drinking and
Empat hic Processgingo

Lauren (Nikki) oCl eari ng t he Mythetgsa Mdgetse r s|. |/
Rowell Lack of Motivational Interviewing
Quality Accounting for Mixed
Findings and Can Measuring
Fidel ity Help?o

Elizabeth Stein 0 P a t-Previddr Communication | Bruce Smith
in Community Mental Health:
How Perceptions of Engagement
in Decision-Making Influence
Patient-Perceptions of WelB e i n g o




The Diversity Organization! (DO!) at the University of New Mexico is the product of stu-
dentsd6 visions of a more diverse field.
gy and other helping professions in the areas of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation
religion/spirituality, and disability. It also seeks to increase visibility and tolerance of divers
ty, but most importantly acceptance. Student members, with the support of faculty advi-
sorsSteven P. VernepndKamilla Venner(both minority researchers themselves), engage
i n an array of activities consistent wit

Sponsored events this past year:

Annual Cultural Potlucks: hosted by Katie Witkiewitz (November 2018)

Movie nights that showcase diversity a
Charity drive for the Road Runner Food Bank

Workshops for undergraduate students interested in psychology graduate programs
Coffee hour and information session for the doctoral student applicants (February 201

= =4 -4 -8 -9

(Right)

Geoffrey Miller,
Kamilla Venner,
Jane Ellen Smith,
Bob Meyers,
Claudia Tesche
& Barbara
McCrady

(Right) Jalene
Herron, Jane Ellen
Smith & Alexandra
Hernande/allant

)

T

(Left) Steve Verney .

PZS
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Graduation Spring 2019

Over 200people attended the
ceremonywhich was held in the
Convention Cent
um. Theundergraduate speaker
from the honors program w@ade
Arnink, who worked withPrincipal
LecturerSteve Alley

Keynote Speake
Bruce Smith
Associte Profes
sor . Hi
Boldly Go in the
Real Wo

Graduate students who appear more than ready to be
done:

Melissa Pielech, Natalia Moss, Nikki Rowell, Carlos Olguin,
Melissa Eaton, and Darin Brown.

13
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Recognition of Excellence Awards for Community Service ( Fall 2018)

T Elena Stein Organized & provided support for volunteer treat
services at Turquoise Lodge Hospital & organized voter regls

T Victoria Votaw: Volunteer work with Turquoise Lodge Hospital
(right)
1 Karly Edwards Organized & provided support for volunteer tre
ment services at the Transgc¢

(right) Tori Votaw, Katie Witkiewitz, \ “\
Elena Stein, Kelsey Serier =
1 Carlos Olguin Served as president
the NM Society for Neuroscience, & A¥
was the Organizing Chair for both t+
2019 Brain Bee & the 2019 Brain
Awareness Week activities.

Graduate Student Community Service Activities (Spring 2019)

1 Josh Maxwellserved as a judge for a science fair day at Armijo Elementary. He also hel
with the UNM STEM center event called ¢
spent the morning at Montezuma doing interactive science activities wibthhgrdders.

Staff Community Service Activities

1 CarotAnn Griffin, Rae Ramirez, & Trish
Aragon-Mascarenasassisted with the Senior
Olympics this summer in ABQ.




Faculty Community Service Activities

Specialty Clinics(which are part of our Psychology Training Clinic) are set up and supervise
by Psychology Faculty. Our graduate students serve as the therapists. The clients primarily
community members:

il

Child Specialty Clinfbirector:Sarah Ericksor) provides child assessment and treatment &
the clinic, and runs groups for homeless adolescents in ABQ Public Schools.

@UNM (Director:Barbara McCrady provides evidendmmsed alcohol treatment services.

Cultural Counseling Cen(BirectorsKamilla Venner& Steve Verneyprovides supervi-
sion and consultation for cases in which cultigafigitive treatment may be an issue.

Anxiety Disorders Clin{®irector: Elizabeth Yeater) provides scibased treatment for a
variety of anxiety disorders.

Katie Witkiewitz presented public lectures as part of the Oregon Brain Institute Brain
Awareness lecture series and the New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science

Romina Angeleriis part of the Big Brothers & Sisters Mentor 2.0 program, which helps
high school students get the guidance needed to graduate and to then succeed in colle

Jacob Vigilis investigating how cannabis affects healthy young adults in our local comr
ty. In line with this, he provides training lectures to community professionals.

1 Staff & work-study g
@l students hard at work?

(left) Trajuan Briggs, Azure
Leyba, Trish Aragelascarenas
Adrianna Suazo, Shyanne (&
Martinez, & Jennifer Serrano

We love Halloween
(right) Mary Jane Lueras

15
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Al exi s Bur ks,
Davi d

right)

(above

Ann e

Guz man,

Val |l ant

JRinrek Luer as.
Ryan Harvey, Laur a

(right)
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